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rude they had strong and perfectly honorable claims. The mono-
poly is now broken down; the full force of the competition of
Steinway, Erard, Bechstein, and Pleyel has been brought to bear
on them; and the result is that they have enormously increased
the power of their instruments without sacrificing the artistic in-
dividuality and homogeneity of tone which always distinguished
their pianofortes from the massive overstrung machines which
first put them out of countenance. Nevertheless, it did happen on
Saturday that Miss Eibenschiitz would have been better equipped,
as far as her more remote hearers were concerned, with a good
Steinway than with the instrument she had. The orchestra was
not at its best except in the quieter parts of its work. In the climax
of the first movement of the eighth symphony, and in the Tann-
hauser overture, it flagged and fell short just at the very points
where a miss was as bad as a mile. Miss Rosina Isidor followed up
the Chopin concerto by Come bello from Lucrezia.Poor old Come
bello! If Miss Isidor had only realized how ridiculous a figure it
cut between Chopin and^ Beethoven, she would have thought
twice before bringing it down to die Crystal Palace. The trump-
ery Italian vocal waltz with which she subsequently favored us
was still more out of place. Miss Moody and Mr Manners were
more judicious in confining themselves to Gounod and Meyer-
beer at the previous concert.

4 March 1891

ON Wednesday afternoon last I went into St James's Hall at one
minute before three o'clock to hear the Albeniz concert, intend-
ing to have the usual twenty minutes or so over the evening
paper before business began. To my amazement Albeniz appeared
at the stroke of three as if he had been sent up on the platform by
electric wire from Greenwich. This is the sort of thing I have
been resolving to do all my life without having succeeded in any
single instance; and I shall henceforth regard Albeniz not only
as one of the pleasantest, most musical, and most original of
pianists, but as a man of superior character. These concerts of
his deserve support. They are short; they are cheap; they are
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